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McCallister’s Soda Springs 
by Barbara Hegne 


In 1865, John Mathews, 
a Little Butte Creek settler, was 
hunting on the North Fork of 
Little Butte when he discovered 
a soda springs (eight miles east 
of Lake Creek). He filed a claim 
on the springs, then turned it 
over to J. T. Glenn to pay a 
debt. The news of the soda 
springs spread quickly. and al- 
though the roads were just 
trails, people came with their 
families and camped at the 
springs. They claimed it had 
medicinal qualities. 

In August 1873, a group 
of Jacksonville men and boys, 
went on a hunting expedition to 
the soda springs. The Demo- 
cratic Times told of their adven- 
ture. They ~started- out with 
enough supplies for an Army 
which included: “many horses, 
a wagon, a white mule, bedding 
enough for a regiment, whiskey, 
flour, soothing syrup, bacon, 
cordial, coffee, peppermint 
drops, sugar, tea, bitters, snake 
bite mixture, onions, balsam, 
etc. 

“They started their jour- 
ney in high spirits racing pell- 
mell over desert, hill and vale, 
until they arrived at “Scanty 
Grease,” where they rested and 
acquired a guide. 

“The guide’s business 
was to lead the way, make large 
“blazes” on the trees, and de- 
posit them safely at the cele- 
brated springs. 

“They followed through 
the Hanley ranch up to the last 
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ranch on the road, that of King 
Georges, and the vast wilder- 
ness was reached. The road as 
far as the King’s domain was 
good, but that was passed and 
it became worse. The driver was 
not at all pleased, and many 
loud deep damns were thickly 
flying round through the hollows 
as he jolted the wagon along 
over rocks, gullies, logs, short 
turns, and steep banks, but at 
the re-crossing of the creek 
came the tug of swears. It was 
quite easy to go down the bank, 
but going up the opposite one 
was in learned language h-l. 

Horses, like men, some- 
times become stubborn and 
balk. So in this case. After los- 
ing considerable time in vain at- 
tempts to make the riffle, the 
driver suggested that all the arti- 
cles, and also the wheels, be 
taken off, and the wagon bed be 
carried up the hill. Some did not 
favor the plan of the driver, oth- 
ers thought that as the guide 
was the cause of them coming 
in this place, (there to describe 
the place again would exhaust 
all the known adjectives), he 
must devise some plan to get 
the wagon out, and they would 
take some of the baggage and 
a few large vials, and hunt a 
place to camp. After consider- 
able growling on all sides, a 
new team was hitched and ev- 
erybody settled down safely in 
camp feeling quite lively over 
the adventures of the day. 

The next morning, all felt 
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better and began to drink the 
soda water. Some thought they 
could taste a little whiskey and 
drank greater quantities than 
ever, until they looked like bags 
of wind. Sick it made them and 
leaning against trees, they dis- 
gorged several gallons each, 
and then went back to camp 
declaring that the man who said 
there was whiskey in that water 
was....” 

After that, the Major 
jumped from a log and got his 
foot hurt, while the butcher 
broke the big syrup bottle, tore 
two sacks of flour and shot a 
rattlesnake. 

Their intention was to 
stay two weeks, but owing to 
the fragility of glass, the weak- 
ness of soda water, and the 
scarcity of game, they folded 
their mattresses, and after a 
few days’ stay silently moved 
away.” 

By 1877, aroad was pe- 
titioned to end at the spring. It 
was just a dusty wagon road 
and when people from the val- 
ley went to the springs, it took a 
day to get there, so they would 
stay a week.. Several people 
operated the springs before it 
became known as McCallisters. 
D. C. Courtney and wife man- 
aged the springs in 1878, Mr. & 
Mrs. Russel took over in 
November, 1878 and Mr. & 
Mrs. L. B. Tucker in 1884. 

In August of 1885, Si- 
mon Levi McCallister, and his 
wife Elizabeth, received their 
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United States homestead 
patent on the land and the re- 
sort became known as McCal- 
listers Soda Spring. 

Simon McCallister was 
an adventurous fellow. In the 
early 1860’s he tried his luck 
mining at Sterlingville and he 
was elected constable in that 
community. In 1867, he served 
as postmaster at Slate Creek, a 
post about eight miles S. W. of 
Grants Pass. When he finally 
came to the soda springs, he 
stayed. 

Simon built a log cabin 
near the springs for his wife 
and children: Mary, Celia, 
James, Elizabeth, John, Minnie 
and Joseph. In addition, Simon 
taught school at Chimney Rock 
Precinct and started a sub- 
scription school in 1880. 


Besides bottling and sell- 
ing soda water, Simon was a 
manufacturer of brooms. He 
made sweeping, whisk, and lit- 
tle girl brooms. He hired men to 
sew the brooms and he sold 
them all over the countryside. 
Some people bought brooms 
from him for re-sale. Simon kept 
a ledger of his business activi- 
ties. 

Names and excepts from 
the 1888 McCallister ledger in- 
clude: Hartley, Shorty, Ply- 
males, Mrs. Phelps, A. Poole, 
Mr. Nailer, Philip Briner, Harris 
the butcher, T. Clopton, Ben 
Haymond,Cooper, Barnum and 
Dr. Whitley, all bought brooms. 
Henry Brown purchased 3 
brooms for 33 1/3 cents each. 
Other notes in the ledger read: 


“paid to Grossman in soda wa- . 


ter, Charley Davis soda water, 
debtor to M. Purdin to shoeing 
2 horses, soda water and 3 
dozen eggs. Soda water to H. 
Turpin. 

The McCallisters Soda 
Spring was a popular meeting 
and camping place for many 
years. People came from all 
over the valley and beyond to 
try the famous soda water. 

The spring was located 
down a steep trail shaded by 
giant firs. A pleasant, cool, 
sparkling bubble brought the 
water to the top for a dip of your 
cup. Tiger lilies, sword ferns, 
and the low, small rambling 
blackberry grew near the creek 
back. Small animals scurried 
here and there and occasionally 
a black bear would ramble down 
the bridle trail to the springs. 
Hunters and campers enjoyed 


F Snail in 


Fish Lake 


Simon McCallister’s Soda Springs: located about eight miles easi of Lake Creek, five miles west of Fish Lake on the North 


Fork of Little Butte Creek. On the above map the name is misspelled McAllister. 
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Top: On back of 
photo: “A gathering 
of Eagle Pointer's 
at McCallisters 
Soda Springs.” 
Photo courtesy 
Kay Kelty. 

(SOHS has a 
similar photo that 
says Dead Indian 
Soda Springs 
#14329). It could 
be either place. 
There are several 
Eagle Point people 
in the photo. 
Bottom: 
McCallisters Saw 
Mill. 


McCallister’s Soda Springs, photos courtesy Kay 
Kelty 

Top: trail to springs. right, Venita Daley & Edna 
Johnson (springs are bubbling out of the rocks 
bottom of photo). 

Lower right: Venita Daley, Harry Cole & Edna 
Johnson, south fork of Little Butte Creek at Mc 
Callisters Soda Springs. These photos were taken 
July 18, 1920 

Bottom left: camping at McCallisters Soda Springs. 


McCallister’s Soda Springs 


McCallister Soda Springs July 4, 1912. 
Notice the horse and wagons on the left bringing people to camp. Also 
center and far right the daily washing hanging on lines Strung to trees. 
Photo courtesy Kay Kelty. 


the wooded beauty from June Now it is a place of the 
into the autumn season. Simon past. Old photos of campers and 
McCallister ran the soda springs visitors to the springs prove that. 
until his death in April 1896. McCallister Springs was not 

Simon's son, John oper-_ only a health resort, but was a 
ated the resort and a saw mill major social gathering place in 
powered by a water wheel. John Southern Oregon. 
later moved down from the soda 
springs to his ranch near the 
Lake Creek School. 

In 1959, the forest service 
renovated the area, put in camp 
tables, leveled and inclosed a 
parking lot, and built a pole-cut 
rail fence with steps leading 
down to the spring. However, af- 
ter one hundreds years of since 
its discovery and use as a heal- 
ing, spa-resort, during construc- 
tion of highway 140, the blasting 
of lava rock covered and de- 
stroyed the spring. 


END 


“John McCallister 
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The Medford Mail Tribune 
Tuesday, Sept. 28, 1999 


“| lost my wife of 50 years 
earlier this year. | have not handled the 
loss or my grief well. Part of the reason 
is that | am surrounded by Ginnie’s 
lifetime collection of a wide range of 
things: dolls, and carvings from various 
time periods and ethnic backgrounds, 
china cups, saucers, teapots, plates. 
silver, crystal, costume jewelry, ladies 
evening purses, teddy bears, old tools, 
etc. 

| have grieved over what to do 
with all of these lovely old things. My 
kids can use only so many of them, 
Other family members and friends have 
been invited to take their pick. Still 
hasn’t made a dent. Ther someone 
suggested that | contact our local 
museum to see if they would be 
interested. 

Barbara Hegne of the Eagle 
Point Museum came out to see what we 
have, and made a selection of several 
things that would be suitable in that 
museum. They are now beautifully 
displayed for all the world to see and 
enjoy——a wonderful memorial to my 
wife. | can go and see them and be 
reminded of my talented wife. My kids 
and their kids can come here and see 
them. My thanks to Barbara. 

Perhaps others in the valley 
have some treasured old collections 
they are wondering what to do with. 
They should try their local museum. 
The whole community could then share 
in enjoying these treasures. “—Jack 
Niemeyer, Eagle Point. 

Donations 

Kylie Keppler donated her 
“Ginnie Doll” which was given to her by 
her grandmother 
The doll survived the Northridge 
earthquake. Thank you Kylie. In 
addition they brought in a photo of 
some of the men involved in moving 
the Antelope Covered Bridge to Little 
Butte Creek. We will run the photo ina 
future newsletter. 

Jack Davis donated an old 
battery operated toy. It is Mr. McGregor 
who, when turned on, stands up, with 
the use of his cane, presses a cigar to 
his mouth, and blows out smoke. At 
least he used to do all those things 
several years ago. Now, being an old 
man, he just stands up. Thanks for 
thinking of us Jack. 

(Continued page 11) 


Donations: 

John Niemeyer has graciously donated many, many 
items from his wife, Virginia’s collection. Virginia passed away in 
January. Through her lifetime, Virginia collected various items 
such as dishware, evening bags, dolls, baskets, wood figures, 
and other items that she took delight in. We placed many of the 
items in the museum educational collection. The dolls are in a 
special children’s educational display of nationalities. This 
collection features dolls from every part of the world. We are 
very pleased to have these donations. 

Below: Dolls, Evening purses and wood epince from around 
the world. 


WHAT’S NEW? 


Marvin S. Wood Home (side view) 

A miniature of the old Wood House located on Hwy. 62, 1 mile north of Eagle Point is on 
display at the Eagle point Museum. The model was built by Roger Nielsen. Mr. Nielsen has been 
designing miniatures for the last twelve years. He spent his career as an architectural designer, 
designing full-scale commercial structures. His fascination with miniature grew out of his World War 
[| experience flying fighter planes and then making models of those planes. 

Nielsen’s Wood House is a carefully measured scale model. He and a friend took over a 
hundred photos of the decaying house to use for description. He then took exacting architectural 
measurements. Nielsen spent eight months building the model, using a miniature miter box and a 
Dremel tool converted into a tiny cutoff saw. 

Marvin S. Wood built the house as a homestead in 1870, using lumber cut by Deskins Mill 
above Prospect. Many longtime Eagle Point residents might remember Wood’s son Walter, the 
home’s most recent occupant. Nicknamed “The Hermit,” Walter lived in the house his entire life, 
1882-1973. 

The house has weathered 129 years and now sits crumbling on the east side of Highway 62 
just north of Eagle Point. Yet for local residents, this relic of the Valley's pioneer past has long been 
the object of much affection and is one of Jackson County’s most photographed structures. 


The Eagle Point Museum will have the display for six months. Stop by and see the marvelous 
work Roger Nielsen has done on this masterpiece. 


Change in Membership is approved by the board. 

The dues for a lifetime membership has been changed from $100 to $250. The increase will 
allow us to put fhe extra money in a CD fund. In that way we will be making money instead of the 
usual method where the money is absorbed into the general fund. 

lf you are already a lifetime member and would like to add to our CD fund, send $150. That 
money will help us get our CD fund started. For other membership dues see page 12. 

New Items For Sale. 

The Eagle Point Business Assoc. has placed a few “Bridge” tee-shirts, sweat shirts, hats and 
mugs in our gift shop for sale. In addition, we have our own specially designed collection featuring 
an eagle, Little Butte Creek, animals and sunshine. Stop by and get something unique. 
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Don Reynolds (left) and Skip Geear installed our new sign on the side of the school house. They 


only had one slight accident and that was when Don tipped the sign over on his head. Nothing 
serious happened, but it sure made a hollow sound. 


The September board meeting was held at Skip and Charlotte Geear’s home. Skip and Charlotte have a 
museum of their own. Everyone was given a tour through the collection museum, the car museum and the grounds. 
It was a great summer evening. Above: Board & Budget meeting at the Geears’ home. 

Left to right: Wayne Jackson, Carol Reynolds, Lynn Helgedalen, Skip Geear, Amy Dawson, Rick Chamberlain and 
Ken Beebe (back to camera). ¥ F 

October workshop was held at Ben and Amy Dawson’s home on East Antelope Road. Amy treated us to 

refreshments and Halloween decorations. Ann Brookins furnished the pumpkin pie. It was a fun meeting. 


Pg. #9 


Eagle Point In Early Days 
Described by Jim (Watkins). 
Extracted from the Central 
Point American, Aug. 14, 
1930. 


“Our teacher was 
Theodore Bresley, and our 
nearest neighbors were the 


Stowells, Pankeys, 
Heckathoms, Thompsons, 
Youngs, and a few others 


whose names | have forgotten. 
Twenty-five pupils came to 
school, which lasted only three 
months. 

“Three of them were 
Pankey brothers, John, Tom 
and Rube. Rube was drowned 
several years later in the Rogue 
River. John and Tom are still 
living. 

“We had a great deal of 
fun in school those days. Ralph 
Newman was the best speller 
among the boys and | was the 
poorest of all. Della Heckathorn 
was the best girl speller, and in 
after years married Frank Lewis 
of Eagle Point. 

“Eagle Point was the 
center of trade in those days. R. 
H. Brown had the first store; A. 
J. Daley ran a flour mill by water 
power, using the old burr 
method. He made the best flour 
in the whole valley. Team after 
team hauled grain to his mill 
every day during the fall of the 
year. 

“That kept us quite busy 
with the ferry boat (at Shady 
Cove), taking four-horse teams 
loaded with grain for the mill. 
Besides a large acreage of 
grain in the valley, there were 
also great sheep and cattle 
ranches. There was not a single 
fence on the desert near Eagle 
Point; it was all out range. Three 
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of the prominent sheep men of 
the time, Bybee of Jacksonville, 
Herrin of Ashland, Kingkade of 
Central Point, had thousands of 
sheep between them. 

“Other prominent man of 
those times were the Hanleys, 
Ishes, and Bybee of Jacksonville; 
the Phipps brothers of what is 
now Medford, Colonel Ross, the 
Beal brothers, Cooksey and 
Amey of Central Point, were 
some of our first and best 
stockmen of the valley. 

“| think Frank Brown of 
Eagle Point is the oldest 
merchant in the valley. He has 
been in one place for 48 years, 
first with his uncle, R. H. Brown, 
Frank’s father, then with W. H. 
and Royal Brown, brothers | 
think. 

“ Frank has them all beat 
for staying in one place. Yes, and 
he can do up more groceries and 
talk politics at the same time 
better than any other three men 
in the valley. Besides the store, 
he has three irmgated farms, with 
lots of cattle on them. He also 
has a butcher shop. 

“Frank is still full of fun 
and accommodating. Peter 
Simmons had the first hotel, 
called the Pioneer Hotel. We 
used to work for him, when we 
would get up at 5 a. m. He would 
read his Bible and pray regularly. 

“He provided room and 
board for the men who worked for 
him. We had five meals a day. 
Besides the three which most 
people have, they sent us out a 
lunch at 10 in the moming, and 
another one at 3 in the 
afternoon.” 


“The first blacksmith 
shop in Eagle Point belonged to 
M. Purden, who is living in 
Medford today. 

“This is my last bit of 
schooling, as | am twenty years 
of age and have had 
considerable trouble trying to 
leam what | was taught. When 
| was in Missouri, | had some 
kind of an ailment which they 
called the seven-year itch. 

"lf that’s what it was, | 
suffered a relapse, because | 
had it fourteen years. But when 
| came to Oregon, it left me. 
Good water and climate did it.” 


Jim Watkins, pioneer of 1876 


Comments 


“Best history display in Oregon.” 
Barbara Fisher, Grants Pass. 

“Better than expected.” B. Hodgen, 
Eagle Point. 
“Excellent displays’, 
Grants Pass. 

“| liked the irons and curling irons.” 
Carol Smith,Grants Pass. 

“Wonderful, great people here.” Heidi 
Corrigan, Sacramento. 

“Wonderfully displayed.” John & Marti 
Maze, Exeter, Calif. 

“Nice and quiet, beautiful, relaxing.” 
Gennie Ader, Medford. 

“You are a credit to the community.” 
Helen Menuse, White City. 

“Very well organized.” JoAnn Thatcher, 
Goldendale, WA. 

“Lots of interesting stuff.” 
Harrison, Redding, Ca. 

“Best museum so far.” Rodney Quirin, 
Las Vegas. 

“Better than ours.” Ted Wharton, Gold 
Hill Hist. Soc. 

“Very nice and well stocked.” Dixie 
Tillerback, Powell Butte 

“Too bad can't stay for days to take it all 
in.” Carol Adams, Portland, OR. 
“Impressive.” Glenna Chamberlain, 
Medford. 

“Brought Grandma and mom here. Very 
Memorable.” Lisa Steven, Eagle Point. 
“Thanks, Excellent, have to come back- 
not enough time. Ed & Patsy Roberts, 
Trail. 

“Well organized, clean and friendly 
attendants.” Ray & Marie Turner, La 
Habra, CA. 

“Very interesting, especially for the 
small size.” Joyce Orendorff, Thousand 
Palms, CA 

“What a nice surprise, well done.” Hugh 
& Mary, Thomas & sons, Jack & Cady, 
Eagle Point. 

“Interesting and nicely presented.” 
Winston Heeren, Dublin Ireland. 

The best in the west.” Al Inlow, Eagle 
Point 

“What an interesting museum.” Opal 
Parisalto, Klamath Falls. 

Wonderful old photos.Exceptional.” 
Marcia Skinner, Medford. 

Beautiful displays. Thank you for your 
time.” Erika Cauello, Glendale AZ. 

I'm so impressed with what Barbara & 
her crews have done. It is such a 
pleasure to spend some time here. It 
Shows the pride & love & care with 


which she has built this lovely museum.” 
Ina Reed 


Dee Westfall, 


Wesley 


Winter Hours to begin October 1, 
1999 

It wasa great summer and we 
were open every day. Although the 
road construction kept a lot of visitors 
away, we still had our share. Our 
winter hours will be: Open Tuesday, 
through Friday noon until 4 P. M. 
Saturdays 10 A. M. until 4 P. M. 
Closed Sunday and Monday. 

We will open at other times 
for groups and away from home 
visitors with prior arrangement. Call 
826-4166 to schedule. 


A pleasurable phone call 
came from Anna Zander 
who now lives’ in 
Prineville, Oregon. She 
was delighted to read 
that we had preserved the old Brown 
Store ledgers. 

Anna told me that one day she 
was visiting Mattie Brown and Mattie 
had the books. Mattie said the books 
weren't any good anymore and to 
throw them away. Anna asked for 
them and she took them to the 
museum where they have been stored 
for about 20 years. 

Thank goodness for Anna and 
historically thinking people like her. 
Now much history has been saved for 
future generations. 


Below: A meeting of the Jackson 
County Museums Association 
(JCMA) working together for the 
betterment of the various 
societies. At present there are 13 
historical associations. 


————————————— 


Donations 
cont. from pg 7 

Kay Kelty donated a 
treasure chest of old coins: 
some silver dollars, half dollars, 
dimes, half dimes, quarters and 
foreign money. Most of the dates 
are late 1800 to early 1900. 
These coins came from the 
Daley family when they owned a 
saw mill above Butte Falls where 
the Medco Pond is today. Medco 
purchased the land from the 
Daley family. In addition some 
coins came from the Daley's 
New York Store which was 
situated on the corner of Shasta 
and east Main, where the 
grange now stands. This is a 
great addition for anyone who 
has never seen a silver dollar or 
half dime. 

Ken Beebe donated the 
money for a beautiful glass case 
with a mirror back to display the 
coins. 

Omer Crose brought in a 
Buck Saw in excellent condition. 
Helen Hamer-Holley donated a 
large cattle de-horner. We are 
happy to have these items in the 
museum. 


Membership: 


Teens $5.00 
Single $7.50 
Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10 
Lifetime $250 Fall-winter Hours 


Tues. Wed. Thurs & Fri. 12 
Noon to 4pm 
We are located in the Historic Saturday 10 AM to 4pm. 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, Closed Sun. & Mon. 
between the Old Antelope Museum 826-4166 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 
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